
 

Fall 2016 Public Program Schedule 
Friday Nights doors open at 7 p.m. for Family Hour; programs start at 8 p.m. 

Times for other programs as indicated 
Adults: $5; seniors/students: $3; family: $16 maximum; Kopernik & ASTC Members: free admission 

 

September 2 & 9: Fall Skies – Roy Williams, Kopernik Staff 

Learn about fall constellations and see the latest Hubble Space Telescope images. Learn how to locate the International 

Space Station as it flies over the area. The program will include free star maps, constellation training, and space videos. 

If clear, see Saturn, Uranus, star clusters, double stars and deep-sky objects. 
 

September 16: Black Holes & Gravity Waves – Luke Keller, Ph.D., Ithaca College 

What is a black hole and how do we know they exist? What happens when things fall into black holes? What if YOU fell 

into a black hole? And what happens if two black holes collide? Professor Keller will explore these and any other 

questions you bring along. He also will discuss what the exciting new detection of gravity waves can tell us about black 

holes and the rest of the universe. 
 

September 17 (Saturday, 7 p.m.): Moonlight Café 

Looking for something different to do on a Saturday night?  Gaze at the stars during this adults-only evening at the 

Kopernik Observatory & Science Center.  The center is transformed into a Moonlight Café, where you can enjoy fresh-

brewed coffee, tea and delicious desserts along with a fascinating introduction to the stars and outer space.  Register by 

September 12 through SUNY Broome Continuing Education, call (607)778-5012. 
 

September 23: Makers & Science – Erik Leonard, Triple Cities Makerspace 

What is the Maker Movement? It is a technology-based do-it-yourself movement. Learn how everyday citizens are 

helping democratize science by open-sourcing scientific gear to get it in to the hands of more people. This talk will cover 

the present and future of citizen science and how the public can get involved. See cool gadgets in action, get up close and 

personal with 3D printers, and more! If clear, see a first quarter moon, Jupiter, double stars, and more! 
 

September 30: EXPOSURE a Short Film Event – Tomonari Nishikawa, Binghamton University 

Professor Nishikawa, an internationally known filmmaker on the faculty in the Binghamton University Cinema 

Department, has curated a group of short films that include images of the moon and other 

astronomical objects, captured and edited through artistic vision and experimentation. He is offering 

this special screening at Kopernik, consisting of 16mm films and digital videos by contemporary 

artists, featuring Malena Szlam’s “Lunar Almanac,” a silent pulsating imagery of the moon and the 

environment far below, Leslie Supnet’s “Second Sun,” an animation that shows her formal 

experimentation in rhythm and optic illusion, and Mike Gibisser’s “Blue Loop, July,” which exhibits 

a night sky with fireworks through long exposure, among other films.  There will be a question and 

answer session after the screening. – Underwritten by the Broome County Arts Council 
 

October 7-8: AstroFest 2016 – Special event hosted by the Kopernik Astronomical Society 

Join the Kopernik Astronomical Society at the 34th Annual AstroFest. Enjoy astronomy workshops, talks, exhibits, 

demonstrations, and solar and nighttime observing.  Watch the Kopernik website for details, including speakers, schedule, 

and registration information. 
 

~ Friday Night Family Hour  ~ 
On Friday nights, families are invited to Kopernik at 7 p.m. for kid-friendly activities.  Sample fun, hands-on 

STEM activities, receive a star map and learn how to use it, and see what Kopernik’s kids’ classes are all about!   
 

Each month will have a different theme. 
  

September: Light & Lasers   October: 3D Universe     November: Geometry of Infinity 
 

At 8 p.m. stay for the program, or if clear skies prevail, observe through Kopernik’s telescopes! 
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October 14: Jupiter's Magnetic Personality! – Alex Harvilchuck, Susquehanna Astronomical Society 

Explore Jupiter, our solar system’s largest planet, in the optical and radio spectrum. Learn about Jupiter's hazardous 

magnetosphere and permanent aurora and about the dance of the Galilean moons. Find out about JUNO and its recent 

arrival at Jupiter and upcoming missions JUICE and the Europa Clipper to the gas giant! 
 

October 21: Geology of Mars – David Jenkins, Ph.D., Binghamton University  

The surface of Mars has been studied at close range using unmanned rovers and science stations since 1997.  This 

presentation will give an overview of what we have learned about the geology and atmospheric history of Mars and 

review the recent findings from the rover Curiosity that is currently working in Gale Crater. 
 

October 22 (Saturday, 11 a.m. to 8 p.m.): Barnes & Noble Book Fair 

Support Kopernik by shopping at Barnes & Noble in the Vestal Town Square Mall. Mention Kopernik at the register or 

present a voucher and B&N will donate a portion of your purchase to Kopernik. Prefer online shopping? You can support 

Kopernik with online purchases from October 22-27. Visit www.kopernik.org to find vouchers and online shopping link.  
 

October 28: Geocaching: Modern Treasure Hunting – Drew Deskur, Kopernik Director 

Learn about geocaching, a popular treasure hunt game that uses a hand-held GPS and/or cell phone.  See how to get 

started in this family-friendly activity.  Rules, terms, equipment, and techniques of geocaching will be explained.  

Depending on weather, time, and questions, we will hunt for the geocache located at Kopernik. 
 

November 4: What is inside Jupiter? – Tish Bresee, NASA/JPL Solar System Ambassador  

Jupiter is the largest planet in our system and its families of moons makes it a vast menagerie to explore. Find out about 

the latest findings from NASA's newest space probe, Juno, which will peer into the interior of this giant planet as it orbits 

Jupiter for almost two years. Learn about its mission objectives and what we have discovered so far. 
 

November 11: High Performance Computing – Doing More with Less, Instead of Less with Moore 

Patrick H. Madden, Ph.D., Binghamton University  

The power constraints on modern electronics have caused a major shift in the design of main-stream microprocessors.  

Instead of rapidly increasing serial performance, there has been a surge of interest in parallel computing.  In this talk, 

fundamental algorithmic constraints, and how they impact real-world problems, will be discussed. Careful algorithmic 

design can squeeze tremendous performance out of limited resources, while an abundance of processors frequently lead 

programmers astray, into the development of catastrophically bad solutions. 
 

November 18: Water from Rain – How does rainwater runoff affect your world?   

Leslie Boulton, P.E. & Scott Mastin, Broome County DPW Engineering 

Understanding how stormwater affects our world and environment is the first step to understanding how we affect 

stormwater and the health of our surface waters.  Learn about how simple everyday activities can have lasting impacts on 

the health of the rivers, streams and lakes of the Southern Tier – and what you can do to help.  See what our cities, towns, 

and counties are doing to assure clean water for future generations. 
 

November 25: Black Holes on Black Friday – Kopernik Staff 

After a day of frantic discount shopping and huge crowds, head up to the peaceful surroundings of Kopernik and enjoy a 

program on the universal harbinger of death: Black Holes.  See a hands-on demonstration of how black holes work.  If 

clear, see the Orion Nebula, various star clusters, double stars and deep-sky objects. 
 

 

 

 
~ November Observing Sessions at Barnes & Noble  ~  CLEAR ONLY  ~ 

6 p.m. to 9 p.m. ~ Saturdays November 5, 12, 19 and Black Friday, November 25 
On clear nights, join Kopernik staff for casual observing on the sidewalk at Barnes & Noble in the  

Town Square Mall, Vestal, NY. See a variety of celestial objects including the Moon, double stars, and more.  
Call (607)748-3685 after 5 p.m. or check www.kopernik.org for sky conditions. 
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