
Winter Public Programs at KOSC 
    Adults: $5; Seniors/students: $3; Family: $16; KOSC Members: No charge 

Please note special times for each event!  Doors open 30 minutes prior to program 
 
Friday, December 5: Star of Bethlehem 7 p.m. 
KOSC has been granted special permission to show the thought-provoking movie Star of Bethlehem. An unusual star is 
claimed to have appeared in the sky at the time of the birth of Jesus of Nazareth. This movie is an investigation into the 
story found in the Biblical Gospel of Matthew about this ‘Star of Bethlehem.’ It includes the words of Roman and Jewish 
historians alongside those of ancient prophets. Come learn about this ancient mystery and draw your own conclusions.  
If clear, see the stars over Vestal and other celestial objects through KOSC’s telescopes. 
 
 
Friday, December 12: The Geminid Meteor Shower 7 p.m. 
The annual Geminid meteor shower in December is considered the king of meteor showers, producing up to 120 
multicolored meteors per hour at its peak. While most meteors are associated with comets, the Geminid meteors are the 
result of debris left behind by an asteroid known as 3200 Phaethon. Learn about this mysterious asteroid that was only 
discovered in 1982 and its relationship to the Geminids.  Some Geminid meteors may be visible on Friday, the night 
before peak meteor activity. If clear, KOSC will remain open until 10 p.m. for viewing. 
 
Saturday, December 13: CLEAR ONLY - Geminid Meteor Shower Viewing  8 p.m. till sunrise 
The Geminid meteor shower will peak after midnight on December 13, into the early morning hours of December 14. If 
skies are clear that evening, KOSC will stay open all night for viewing. Meteor activity will start around 9 or 10 p.m. giving 
young viewers an opportunity to see a shooting star! Dress warm and bring a sleeping bag and lounge chair! Coffee and 
tea will be available in our heated building. For those who want to warm up or pass time indoors waiting for peak meteor 
activity, the classic Sci-Fi movie It Came from Outer Space will be shown in its original 3D format, starting at 9 p.m. 

 

Check www.kopernik.org or call after 5 p.m. for sky conditions.  The website will be updated frequently to provide 
information about sky conditions and meteor shower activity.  
 
 
Friday, January 16, 2015: Winter Skies 7 p.m. 
Learn how to identify constellations and planets in the winter sky, and how to spot the International Space Station. Free 
star maps will be provided. If you have your own telescope, bring it with you and a Kopernik Astronomical Society member 
will help you learn how to assemble it and use it. Although it is cold, winter is one of the best times to view planets and 
stars, so dress warm and head up to KOSC, away from the city lights!  Coffee and hot chocolate will be available. 
 
 
Saturday, January 24: Winter Star Party 6 p.m. 
A star party is a gathering of amateur astronomers for the purpose of observing the sky. KOSC’s annual Winter Star Party 
is on January 24 and you are invited! Stay warm inside and hear speakers on various astronomy topics or brave the cold 
and see winter constellations, along with the Moon, Jupiter, the Orion Nebula, and much more through KOSC’s powerful 
telescopes. See www.kopernik.org for details.    
 
 
Friday, February 20: Majestic Jupiter  7 p.m. 
At this program, learn all about Jupiter, the largest planet in our solar system.  Compare images taken of this giant planet 
throughout the years, including spectacular footage from the Galileo and Cassini missions. Hear a first hand account of 
the Jupiter comet crash of 1994. Find out about various features of Jupiter and its moons. Learn about the Juno mission 
currently underway to study Jupiter. If clear, see Jupiter for yourself, through KOSC’s telescopes, as well as Mars, Venus, 
the Orion Nebula, and more!  
 

At the end of the program, we will have cake to celebrate Mikołaj Kopernik’s birthday (February 19, 1473).   
We also will draw the winning tickets for KOSC’s Reach for the Stars Raffle, with a $5,000 grand prize!  
Only 300 tickets will be sold.  Call to get yours today! 
 
 


