
 

Fall 2014 Public Program and Event Schedule 
Doors open at 7:00 p.m. for Family Hour; programs start at 8 p.m. (unless otherwise indicated) 

Adults: $5; seniors/students: $3; family: $16 maximum; KOSC Members: no charge 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
September 5: Orion: New Hope for U.S. Spaceflight – Tish Bresee, NASA Solar System Ambassador  
For the first time in a generation, NASA is building new human spacecraft that will usher in the next era of 
space exploration.  The Orion Crew Multipurpose vehicle will be tested this fall, containing the names of the 
Kopernik Girl Power Radiation Testing class (Fall 2013).  In 2017, Orion will launch on NASA’s new heavy-lift 
rocket, the Space Launch System.  More powerful than any rocket ever built, SLS will be capable of sending 
humans to deep space destinations such as an asteroid and eventually Mars. If clear, see Mars and the Moon. 
 
September 6 (Saturday, 7 p.m.): International Observe the Moon Night (InOMN)  
On September 6, people from around the world are encouraged to observe the moon.  
Bring the whole family to KOSC that night, learn more about the moon, and see the latest 
images from visiting spacecraft.  If clear, view the moon close-up through the 
observatory’s telescopes, along with other celestial objects.  Kids will make moon craters 
and engage in other lunar-related activities.  See detailed schedule at: www.kopernik.org. 
 
September 12: Special 40th Anniversary Program – details developing, see website for details 
 
September 19: Are we ready for the next flood? – Brett Chellis, Broome County Emergency Services 
Most of us in the Southern Tier were affected, directly or indirectly, by the flooding in 2006 and 2011. These 
floods were classified as occurring once in several hundred years but scientists are predicting that severe 
weather events such as these will continue to occur at increasing frequencies as a consequence of climate 
change.  Are we prepared for the future?  Mr. Chellis will discuss his experience in dealing with such events.   
 
September 26: The Science of Fire – Jeff Winchell, Broome County Emergency Services, Fire 
Investigation Unit  After fires are extinguished, fire investigators try to determine the origin and cause of the 
fire.  These CSI-like investigations require a systematic approach and knowledge of basic fire science.  Mr. 
Winchell will talk about fire science and fire prevention in our community. 
 
October 3: The Science of Early Identification of Autism – Jennifer Gillis Ph.D., Binghamton University 
It is well known that early intervention is critical for young children with an Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD). 
But how does one know a child might have an ASD? The presentation will review the current research on 
screening and early identification of young children with an ASD, the barriers associated with early 
identification, and some of the novel identification methods underway. 
 
October 4 (Saturday, 7 p.m.): Moonlight Café 
Looking for something different to do on a Saturday night?  Gaze at the stars during this adults-only evening at 
the KOSC.  The center is transformed into a Moonlight Café, where you can enjoy fresh-brewed coffee, tea 
and delicious desserts along with a fascinating introduction to the stars and outer space.  Register through 
SUNY Broome Community College Continuing Education at (607)778-5012. 
 
 

~  KOSC Family Hour  ~ 
On Friday nights, families are invited to KOSC at 7:00 p.m. for kid-friendly activities.  Sample some fun, hands-on 

STEM activities, receive a star map and learn how to use it, find out what our classes for kids are all about!   
 

Each month will have a different theme.  
September: Robots & Rovers     October: Things that Glow-in-the Dark     November: Electricity & Magnetism 

 

At 8:00 p.m. stay for the public program, or if clear skies prevail, observe through our telescopes! 



Fall 2014 Public Program and Event Schedule 
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October 10: Fall Skies – Roy Williams, KOSC Staff 
Learn about fall constellations and see the latest Hubble Space Telescope images. Learn how to locate the 
International Space Station as it flies over the area. The program will include free star maps, constellation 
training, and space videos. If clear, see Uranus, star clusters, double stars and deep-sky objects. 
 
October 17: Preparing New York’s Communities for Climate Change – Mark Lowery, New York State 
Department of Environmental Conservation  Local governments are a key element in New York’s response 
to climate change: monitoring emissions, addressing hazards, favoring green and natural infrastructure, and 
responding to climate events.  They also have the opportunity to reduce their own greenhouse emissions while 
saving taxpayer money and improving residents’ quality of life. Mr. Lowery will discuss State Office of Climate 
Change recommendations for communities, including adoption of the Climate Smart Communities pledge.  
 
October 24-26: AstroFest 2014 – Special event hosted by the Kopernik Astronomical Society 
Join the Kopernik Astronomical Society at the 32nd Annual AstroFest. Enjoy astronomy workshops, talks, 
exhibits, demonstrations, and solar and nighttime observing.  Guest speakers include Luke Keller from Ithaca 
College talking about NASA’s SOFIA telescope, Brendan Britton from Rhode Island Community College, and 
CNY astronomer and author Bob Piekiel, and a memorial for legendary solar astronomer Barlow Bob.  Tours 
will be available.  See www.KopernikAstro.org/Astrofest for detailed schedule and information on fees. 
 
October 31: KOSC closed for Halloween 
 
November 7: Key Trends in Education – James Pitarresi, Ph.D., Binghamton University  
Learn about the synergy between technology and pedagogy.  Topics such as online learning, hybrid teaching 
models, the flipped classroom,digital fluency, and many others will be discussed. What are the skill sets that 
are sought by employers and how can higher education help meet those needs?  What works, what's next, and 
how can we best utilize our resources to foster student learning and success? 
 
November 14:  Dinosaur Artifacts – Bruce Oldfield, Broome Community College 
What we know about the dinosaurs, how they lived and died has changed dramatically in the past ten years 
and what we learn today is likely to be outdated in the near future.  Where does this information come from?  
Professor Oldfield will discuss what we have learned from the remnants, the artifacts dinosaurs left behind 
through fossilization, and from dinosaur anatomy and physiology.   
 
November 21: Cosmic Cults and Conspiracies – James Eggleston, Kopernik Astronomical Society 
Learn about UFO cults and the cosmic conspiracies that started them.  Examine the different groups that have 
appeared over the centuries and find out what draws people to these groups. 
  
November 28: Black Holes on Black Friday – KOSC Staff 
After a day of frantic discount shopping and huge crowds, head up to the peaceful surroundings of KOSC and 
enjoy a program on the universal harbinger of death: Black Holes.  See a hands-on demonstration of how 
black holes work.  If clear, see the Orion Nebula, Jupiter (after 10:30 p.m.) and other deep-sky objects.   
 
 ~  November Observing Sessions at Barnes & Noble  ~  CLEAR ONLY  ~ 

6 p.m. to 9 p.m. ~ Saturdays November 8, 15, 22, 29 and Black Friday, November 28 
On clear nights, join KOSC staff for casual observing on the sidewalk at Barnes & Noble in the Town Square Mall, 

Vestal, NY.  See a variety of celestial objects including Saturn, the Moon, double stars, and more.  
Call (607)748-3685 after 5 p.m. or check www.kopernik.org for sky conditions. 


